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swamp productive only of inferior pine-trees. At the cost of this the peace which the Ashburton treaty secured could not be considered dear. The one failure of the Ashburton mission was that it did not decide the ownership of the Columbia River littoral.
Thus in the first decade of Queen Victoria's reign, Aberdeen's diplomacy on the other side of the Atlantic, whatever its defects, had gone far towards removing any risk of immediate rupture between the two portions of the Anglo-Saxon race. Meanwhile in France the diplomatic compact uniting Aberdeen and Guizot did not prevent Louis Philippe from privately intriguing with Russia against the English Government to which he owed his throne. Had Thiers remained in office, the French king must have been drawn into war with England. As it was, the curtain had begun to rise upon a fresh act of the international melodrama in which the leading parts were sustained by the diplomatists of London, Paris and Madrid. The most important incident was the selection of husbands for the young Queen of Spain, Isabella, and her sister Fernanda. That was only one of several episodes.
Egypt, by the overthrow of Mehemet AH, had been withdrawn from the sphere of French influence ; British diplomacy was converting the land of the Pharaohs into an outpost of India. These things had wounded French self-love to the quick; they had set the astute Louis Philippe on the congenial work of private intrigue against England. In this he was stimulated and assisted by the Paris salons which formed part of his court, and whose mistresses found among their guests colleagues in the wives of
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